
The larger the feeder, the more space required 
to squirrel-proof it. Squirrels will generally 
not drop onto feeders from overhanging 
braches, providing the branch is not too close 
(within 6 feet above the feeder). Pole mounted 
squirrel baffles are not large enough to keep 
raccoons from the feeder. A raccoon pole 
baffle will keep both raccoons and squirrels 
off the feeder with proper spacing. 

> 8 feet on all sides 

> 4 feet off the ground 

For Pole Mounted Feeders: 
Baffle + Feeder + Proper Spacing = Squirrel Proof 

> 8 feet on all sides 

> 4 feet off the ground 

Baffle should hang 
below any horizontal 
wire by > 1 foot. 

For Hanging Feeders: 
Large Baffle + Small Feeder + Proper Spacing = Squirrel Proof 

Proper spacing around the baffle is critical to 
successful squirrel-proofing. At least 8 to 10 
feet are required for proper spacing with a 
feeder that is easy to jump on (e.g. wooden 
hopper feeder with good perch area). Feeders 
that are hard to jump to, like tube feeders 
with no tray, may only require 4 to 6 feet of 
space to be squirrel-proof. The baffle must be 
about twice as wide as the feeder width in 
order to prevent the squirrels from sliding off 
the baffle and grabbing the feeder during 
their fall. This means only medium to small 
hanging feeders can be squirrel-proofed. 
Large feeders have to be squirrel-proofed on 
poles. 

This same strategy and spacing will 
work for a variety of hanging situations 
including a vertical wire from a large 
branch. 

Squirrel-Proofing Basics 
 

Visit the Wild Bird Center if you need more help. 

Wild Bird Center 
On 28th south of Canyon 
Boulder 303-442-1322 



Pole raccoon baffles are long cylindrical cans 
which must be mounted with the top of the 
baffle 4 feet off the ground. These baffles will 
also keep squirrels off if you have proper 
squirrel spacing around the feeder.  Raccoons 
will not generally jump to a feeder so far less 
spacing is required compared to squirrel 
proofing. 

> 3 feet on all sides 

> 4 feet off the ground 

For Pole Mounted Feeders: 
Raccoon Baffle + Feeder + Proper Spacing = Raccoon Proof 

> 3 feet on all sides 

> 4 feet off the ground 

For Hanging Feeders: 
Feeder + Proper Spacing = Raccoon Proof 

Raccoons are great climbers, but they can’t 
walk thin horizontal wires or chains. You just 
need to get the feeder out of reach from the 
tree, house, or ground etc. Hanging a feeder 
on a vertical wire from a tree branch or house 
will generally not work because the raccoon 
will simply pull the feeder up. You may also 
want to put your feeder on a snap link so the 
raccoons cannot detach your feeder. 

Raccoon-Proofing Basics 
 

Visit the Wild Bird Center if you need more help. 

Wild Bird Center 
On 28th south of Canyon 
Boulder 303-442-1322 
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